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OBITUARY:
With great regret we record the death on 14th July, after a long illness, 
of M r. A . P. Flem ing (P atron  and H onorary Life M em ber).
M r. Flem ing’s funeral took place at Beresfield, Newcastle, on 16th 
July. A t the same time a memorial service was held at Wesley M ethodist 
Church, W ollongong, the large attendance including many m embers of the 
Society. Mrs. M. Howells and M r. F . B. T ier were among those who, a t the 
request of the officiating m inister, spoke of Alec’s character and 'his work 
for many organisations and causes. The spontaneity and sincerity of these 
tributes were deeply impressive.
M r. Flem ing is survived by his mother, Mrs. A. Fleming of H am ilton, 
Newcastle, to  whom the Society extends its deepest sympathy.
* * * *
The Late Mr, A, P, Fleming
This Society- has never suffered a greater loss than that of M r. A. P. 
Fleming. A list of the offices he had held—̂ President. Vice-President, Hon. 
Secretary', Hon. Treasurer, Bulletin Editor, and for over thirty years a 
Councillor in one capacity o r  another— would show that his services had 
been outstanding, but would be only half the story.
A lexander Patrick Flem ing (Patrick was the name of his m other’s 
family, -well-known in Newcastle and neighbouring districts) was born at 
W allsend on 6th N ovem ber. 1917. H e lived as a boy at M inmi and Greta, 
and attended the local public schools aad  East M aitland Boys’ High School. 
Times were hard, and fam ily circumstances would not allow him to go as 
far a t school as his abilities would Lave w arranted; but he was not one of 
those whose education ceases with the ir schooldays. A fter securing his 
Interm ediate Certificate he worked for som e years in Newcastle, before 
coming to  W ollongong in 1936 to join the staff of Australian Iron & Steel 
Limited. He rem ained with the com pany fo r the rest of his life, quali­
fying as an accountant and holding several responsible positions, including 
that of Secretary of CorrimaJ Coal & Coke Limited when that company 
was taken over by A .I.S.. and Internal Auditor.
In D ecem ber 1944 he attended the -inaugural meeting of the Illawarra 
H istorical Society. In a m ost fortunate hour for the Society, he was 
“shanghaied” (his own expression) into becoming the foundation H onor­
ary Secretary (1 9 4 4 -4 9 )— and the Society’s most loyal and devoted m em ­
ber. He was President for one term only (1960-1961), refusing to let him ­
self b e  renom inated, despite repeated urgings. The office which he held 
longest was that of H onorary T reasurer (1951-57. 1968-70 and 1972-75 ), 
tin which capacity his professional competence combined with his devotion 
to the interests of the Society m ade his sendees invaluable.
But. as already said, tha t ts only half the story. Alec was never satis­
fied merely to perform  the routine duties of whatever office he was holding 
ar the time. He kept a vigilant eye on the Society's m em bership, never 
missing a chance to recruit a new member, never allowing an old one to 
drop  out without a struggle. He undertook the responsibility of keeping 
Buliedn mailing lists up to date. He organised many excursions, making it 
s rule to  go over the ground beforehand if humanly possible. H e frequently 
acted as a guide to visiting Societies. He undertook such odd jobs as clear­
ing the maii-box. In short, whenever something needed doing that was no
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one else's particular responsibility, he: did it: and everything he did was 
done com petently, thoroughly, and without seeking publicity. All these 
services, and his services to o ther -organisations, were performed even 
though for most of his life he had to  overcome physical disability (a legacy 
of poho as a boy) and ill-health. A t last, early this year, he had to admit 
Mat he was unable to  continue in office (being, we know 'now . in all prob­
ability already mortally ill) . His unicue services to the Society were recog­
nised at the A nnual G eneral M eeting by a unique distinction, when it was 
decided to appoint a second Patron, and he was unanim ously elected to 
the position. This expression of appreciation, we are giad to know, gave 
Mm great pleasure:
H e was frequently a speaker at Society meetings; and any meeting 
where he was to  speak was certain to be well attended. H e was the author 
of innum erable Bulletin contributions, and of a num ber of booklets on 
local historical subjects, some published by the Society, and others at his 
own expense. His: last w ork. “The Wollongong Pilot Service, 1840-1867"’ 
was actually in the press at the time of his death. His talks, papers and 
publications were distinguished by meticulous accuracy, the product of 
careful and detailed research carried out with the- same conscientious 
thoroughness as everything else he. undertook.
His interests and his services to the community were not restricted, 
to this Society . He was a m em ber of Lodge A ubrey H alloran Lewis, o f  
several societies connected with railway and m aritim e history (the former., 
a lifelong interest, engendered perhaps by his father and grandfather having 
been engine-drivers) and of num erous other bodies. F or several others he 
acted as H onorary  Auditor.
It is no disparagem ent to the. many others who have contributed to 
building up this Society to say th a t:it is, in a special sense, Alec Fleming's 
monument. He will be rem em bered no iess for his integrity and conscien­
tiousness. for the individuality anc hum our which expressed itself in many 
idiosyncratic turns of thought and speech, and for his kindness and unob­
trusive generosity. The Society has lost its best worker; we have all lost a 
good friend.
SAVE YOURSELF SOME INCOME TAX !
A  letter from the D eputy Commissioner of Taxation to the Hon. Sec­
retary >
D ear Sir.
IN C O M E TA X :
IL L A W A R R A  H IS T O R IC A L .S O C IE T Y  M U SEU M  FU N D
With reference no your letter of :L June 1975 you are: advised that gifts 
of . $2 .00 and upwards to the ab o v e 'F u n d  are allowable deductions for 
incom e tax purposes in term s of section 78(1) (a )  (xxvii) of the Income 
Tax Assessment Ac;?. The reference num ber of the Fund is A F.1595C  
SF.2720 and donors should quote this num ber when m aking a claim for 
deductions fo r gifts ro the Fund.
Y ours faithfully.
(R . R. Gray )
D eputy C om m issioner of Taxation.
Intending benefacturs please note.
